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“The possibilities could be endless to
level up Philippine Agriculture.”
- DA Secretary Dr. William D. Dar

The cover illustrates the “New Thinking for 
Agriculture” where it is built around the eight 
paradigms for productivity and profitability of 
farmers and fishers. The eight paradigms are 
Modernization of agriculture, Industrialization 
of agriculture, Promotion of exports, Farm 
consolidation, Roadmap development, 
Infrastructure development, Higher budget 
and investments for agriculture, and Legislative 
support. DA – Caraga gears up and rallies 
behind the goal to make the farmers and fishers 
prosperous. Hence, DA – Caraga has continuously 
steer the Agricultural sector of the region 
towards greater heights. Together, we can have 
“Masaganang Ani, Mataas na Kita.”
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DIreCtor
MessAGe froM the

The year 2019 was a challenge to both the department 
and the agriculture-sector of the region. Major setbacks 
and downfalls were experienced. However, agriculture is 
said to be the most resilient profession and industry in the 
world. It is dynamic and ever changing. It changes for the 
better and it adapts to whatever is new. 

The Department of Agriculture – Caraga had evolved and 
adapted to the ever changing climate and situations of 
the region. We have changed for the better and we have 
prepared to face the changes. 

This year, just like farming, we have started the footing 
in the right pace and in the right step. Production 
performance in most of our banner programs had 
increased as compared to the first quarter of the previous 
year. This is desirable and we hoped for this to continue. 
However, just like farming, setbacks and challenges 
came as you continue the production. This is the same 
as the production performance of the banner programs. 

But, Agriculture as an art, a business, and a science, we 
had to change up and come up with a better plan and 
solutions in every setback and challenge that the agency 
had encountered. Fortunately, with competent and 
efficient brains of the department, we had come up with 
solutions to ease agricultural problems. 

We are happy to help the countryside and the agricultural 
sector. We have implemented various programs for the 
agricultural sector. We are very proud that the Department 
of Agriculture has distributed various farm interventions 
and machineries. 

Without farmers, there will 
be no food. There is no 

future without agriculture.

”

The Department of Agriculture – Caraga stood firm to 
the challenge of the Department secretary which is 
“Masagang Ani, Mataas na kita”. Through farm interventions 
and infrastructure development, the department helped 
farmers reduce their production costs and post-harvest 
losses. 

We have anchored our farm interventions and support 
services to the eight paradigms of agricultural 
development placed by the DA Secretary Dr. William 
Dar. With the eight paradigms, we had come up with 
new thinkings in agricultural improvement. Initiatives of 
DA-Caraga were taken outside the box to deliver better, 
advance, and timely interventions to the farmers and 
farmer associations in the region.

DA-Caraga had continuously and will continue to help 
and give priority to the needs of our farmers. Without our 
farmers, we will have nothing to eat. They are our future. 
With the programs implemented, infrastructures built, 
and farm interventions given, I believe that Agriculture in 
Caraga Region will continue to grow and will continue to 
be fruitful. 

In fact, some cities and municipalities in Caraga were 
acknowledged even at the national level. This means 
that Agriculture in Caraga is very promising. This year 
was a challenge but we have overcome this through DA 
– Caraga’s initiative and the cooperation of our partnered 
LGUs, farmers, and farmer’s association. 

This year, we touched the younger generation and 
challenged them to pursue agriculture. We gave skills 
enhancement to our farmers, farmer’s association, and 
agricultural technicians. We have launched the poverty 
alleviation program of the department. We will continue 
in our endeavors to everything in the agriculture-sector. 

We plan for the future and we want to have it better. The 
year 2019 was rough, but we can humbly say that we 
have served our purpose. We have helped and assisted 
the agricultural sector and gave, to the very best of our 
capacity, a smooth production. 

We say “Larga Caraga, Larga!” 

Together we will make it happen. We have started from the 
bottom. We have nothing to go but up. We will because 
we can!
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ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

PAlAy
Palay production decreased by 13.5% or 60,700.89 
metric tons in 2019 over 2018 performance. Factors 
affecting the decrease in the production both for 
rainfed and irrigated was due to the mild El Niño that 
affected vast portion of rice areas in the region with a 
total of 2,593 hectares declared as totally damaged 
and 3,120 hectares were partially damaged. Also, 
the region experienced two Tropical Depressions 
Amang and Chedeng and a tail end of cold front 
which pulled down the annual performance. Further, 
damaged irrigation systems also cause the decline 
of the production for irrigated farm areas. Almost 
2,000 hectares were not planted particularly in 
Trento, Agusan del Sur due to the rehabilitation of 
the Manat National Irrigation System (NIS).  Other 
irrigation rehabilitation was conducted on various 

parts of the region such as 
Ampayon Diversion Dam in Butuan 
City, Tabon Diversion Dam in 
Hinatuan SDS, and Guitas Small 
Water Impounding System Project 
(SWIP) in Loreto, ADS. 

To mitigate the effect of dry spell, 
farmers opted to plant other crops 
to sustain their income like corn 
and other high value crops. 
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ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Corn
For 2019, corn production sustains its gains 
from 2018 increasing by 0.07 percent. The 
minor growth is attributed to the increase in 
area harvested which has an additional of 1,118 
hectare or 3 percent increment but decreased 
in output per hectare with 3.59 metric tons, 
lower by 2.88 percent over the previous year’s 
average yield. This is due to the prolonged 
drought experienced by the region. 
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lIvestoCk & Poultry
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe
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lIvestoCk & Poultry
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe
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CACAo
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Cacao area in the region is increasing for the last 3 
years. The region posted the highest increase in cacao 
area with 62 percent or 1,641 hectares in 2019. It 
registered a cumulative area of 2,634 hectares with 
221,408 bearing trees on the same year. Biggest 
contribution is Agusan del Sur with 87 percent followed 
by Dinagat Islands and Surigao del Sur with 6 percent 
and 3 percent share, respectively. This positive result 
is due to the interventions provided by the department 
and other national line agencies. 

Volume of production of cacao increased by 49 percent 
from 80.71 mt in 2017 to 156.78 mt in 2019. The growth 
is attributed to the increase in area and Agusan del Sur 
contributed 52% of the total area. Surigao del Sur has 
the highest growth rate increase of 3.04%. On the other 
hand, average yield of cacao is 0.60 mt/ha. way below 
the optimum yield of 2 mt/ha understandably since 
most of the standing crop is still on non-bearing stage.   
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Coffee
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Production of coffee in the region bounced back for 
the last two years after dropping 13.6% in 2017. 
For 2019, production grew by 6.21% compared in 
the year 2018. The increase was partly attributed 
to DA’s distribution of coffee planting materials last 
CY 2017 and below under the HVCD Program. 
Surigao del Sur is the top producing province 
contributing 89% of the region’s production.   Area 
planted posted a meager increase of 208 hectares 
for the past 3 years consolidating a total of 4,694 
hectares in 2019 with Surigao del Sur sharing 
55% while Agusan del Sur and Agusan del Norte 
contributed 33% and 11% respectively. The region 
consistently has the highest yield in Mindanao and 
higher by the national average for the last three 
years.
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ruBBer
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Rubber production in the region is increasing with 
an average growth rate of 8.5% for the last 3 years 
and contributes 3.9% to the national production. 
The increase is attributed to the improve tapping 
management of farmers and the premium price set by 
one of the leading cooperatives in rubber encouraging 
growers to produce quality cup lumps. Agusan del Sur is 
the main rubber producer in the region which accounts 
to 93% of the total production in the region. Yield is also 
consistently increasing and it registered highest at 1.3 
mt/ha in 2019.

Agusan del Sur covers 88% of the total area planted 
for rubber in 2019 and the only province that has an 
increase in area for the last 3 years. To complement the 
Department’s program, the province is implementing its 
flagship program the Upland Sustainable Agri-forestry 
Development (USAD) in which rubber is one of their top 
priority commodities.
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BAnAnA
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Banana production in the region is intermittent for 
the past 3 years. Production slightly decrease in 
2018 but regained with an all-time high in 2019 
posting 294,304 mt. Area planted to banana only 
increased by 2.2 % since 2017. Yield continues to 
have a positive growth for the past 3 years. The 
main banana cultivars grown in Caraga region 
are saba and cavendish sharing 40% and 35% 
respectively.

Surigao del Sur is topnotch producer with 
137,295 mt or 47 % share of the region’s 
production. Agusan del Sur and Agusan del Norte 
contributed 27% and 24% respectively. Average 
yield in Surigao del Sur in 2019 was 24.16 mt/
ha higher by 3.77 mt/ha compared to the national 
average of 20.39.
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MAnGo
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Mango industry in the region sustains its production 
with an average increase of 3.4% for the past 3 
years, though, area planted recorded a drop of 
-0.37% on the same period. Despite the decline in 
area, the region consistently ranked 2nd highest in 
yield nationwide and in 2019 it registered an average 
yield of 7.24 mt/ha, higher by 3.28 mt/ha than the 
national average. The performance of the industry 
heavily relies on its production of fresh mangoes 
and the growers continue to adopt the off season 
mango production to address seasonality and reduce 
postharvest losses during the peak season.  

Agusan del Norte continues to dominate the industry 
as the biggest producer of fresh mangoes which 
accounted to 94% of the total production volume of 
the region. The province posted the highest average 
yield of 10.53 mt/ha nationwide. 
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CAssAvA
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

The commodity has a decreasing performance 
for the last four (4) years as farmers lost 
interest in growing cassava citing the problems 
on capitalization, processing and marketing. 
Cassava production reached 17,673 metric tons 
in 2019, a reduction by 24% versus 2018 output. 
Surigao del Sur registered the biggest drop with 
53% followed by Agusan del Sur with 13%.
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soyBeAn
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Production of soybean in the region is sporadic 
for the last three years. Production reached 
356.39 metric tons in 2019 with a slight increase 
of 2.29 percent compared to 2018 performance. 
Soybean production is highly concentrated 
in the province of Surigao del Sur with 97.7 
percent in the region’s production. A small 
portion of production was also recorded in the 
province Agusan del Sur.

Area of the commodity is increasing for the last 
three (3) years with total area of 256.5 hectares 
in 2019. 
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veGetABles
ProDuCtIon PerforMAnCe

Vegetable (Pinakbet) production has an increasing trend over the last 3 years. In 2019, 
the region’s output registered at 18,875.86 metric tons or 7.1% increase over 2018 
performance. Likewise, area planted posted an increasing growth. Eggplant recorded the 
highest increase both in production and area contributing 39.3% and 6.4% respectively. 
Eggplant, squash and bitter gourd posted an incremental yield for the past three years 
but string beans, ladies finger, bottle gourd and tomato registered a decrease in yield on 
the same period. 

DA-XIII AnnuAl rePort 2019     21



ProDuCtIon suPPort
servICes
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testIMonIAls
ProDuCtIon suPPort servICes
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AnD trAInInG servICes
eXtensIon suPPort, eDuCAtIon 
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eXtensIon suPPort, eDuCAtIon 
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eXtensIon suPPort, eDuCAtIon AnD trAInInG servICes

testIMonIAls
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servICes
MArket DeveloPMent
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MArket DeveloPMent servICes

testIMonIAls
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servICes
reseArCh DeveloPMent
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reseArCh DeveloPMent servICes

testIMonIAls
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servICes
IrrIGAtIon network
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IrrIGAtIon network servICes

testIMonIAls
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servICes
ProvIsIon of AGrICulturAl equIPMent AnD fACIlItIes
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ProvIsIon of AGrICulturAl equIPMent AnD fACIlItIes

testIMonIAls
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network servICes
fArM-to-MArket roAD
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fArM-to-MArket roAD network servICes

testIMonIAls
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servICes
reGulAtory
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reGulAtory servICes

testIMonIAls
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PhIlIPPIne rurAl DeveloPMent ProJeCt
sPeCIAl ProJeCt
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PhIlIPPIne rurAl DeveloPMent ProJeCt

testIMonIAls
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sPeCIAl AreA for AGrICulture DeveloPMent
sPeCIAl ProJeCt
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ADAPtAtIon AnD MItIGAtIon InItIAtIves In AGrICulture
sPeCIAl ProJeCt
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servICes
loAn fACIlItAtIon

62     AnnuAl rePort 2019



loAn fACIlItAtIon servICes

testIMonIAls
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PlAnnInG, MonItorInG AnD evAluAtIon
suPPort to oPerAtIons
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ADMInIstrAtIon
suPPort to oPerAtIons
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fInAnCe
suPPort to oPerAtIons
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AwArDs AnD reCoGnItIons
nAtIonAl
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AwArDs AnD reCoGnItIons
reGIonAl
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key offICIAls
DA-CArAGA

Alberto D. Ocampo, Jr.
Oic-RegiOnAl TechnicAl DiRecTOR 
fOR OpeRATiOns AnD lgu suppORT

isidro Q. lagumbay, Jr., DVM
chief, RegulATORY DiVisiOn

Abel James i. Monteagudo
RegiOnAl execuTiVe DiRecTOR

nicandro M. navia, Jr.

RegiOnAl TechnicAl DiRecTOR
fOR ReseARch AnD RegulATiOns

nestor s. Burgos

RTD/ Oic, ADMinisTRATiVe  DiVisiOn

Rebecca R. Atega
chief, fielD OpeRATiOns DiVisiOn

Abel f. Wagas
Oic, ReseARch DiVisiOn

lynn A. pareñas
chief, AgRiBusiness AnD

MARkeTing AssisTAnce DiVisiOn

Rene Q. Morales, RpAe
Oic, inTeRiM RegiOnAl AgRiculTuRAl

engineeRing DiVisiOn

John e. gamboa, sr.
chief, inTegRATeD lABORATORies DiVisiOn

Josefa M. gidacan
chief, plAnning, MOniTORing 

AnD eVAluATiOn DiVisiOn

corazon A. Yamit
Oic, finAnce DiVisiOn
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PArtners
IMPleMentInG

Regional ManageMent coMMittee

LocaL Government UnIt

engR. ROMeO c. sAlTing
RegiOnAl MAnAgeR

philippine cROp insuRAnce cORpORATiOn

engR. MADAnTe p. gAnOTisi
AcTing RegiOnAl MAnAgeR
nATiOnAl iRRigATiOn ADMinisTRATiOn

VisA TAn-DiMeRin
RegiOnAl DiRecTOR

BuReAu Of fisheRies AnD AQuATic ResOuRces

MARcelO p. DAYO
RegiOnAl sWAT/ BsWM cOORDinATOR
BuReAu Of sOils AnD WATeR MAnAgeMenT

eDnA R. De guzMAn
RegiOnAl DiRecTOR

nATiOnAl fOOD AuThORiTY

DR. lOWell c. pARAguAs
cenTeR DiRecTOR
philippine cARABAO cenTeR

JOel B. OclARiT
RegiOnAl MAnAgeR

philippine cOcOnuT AuThORiTY

engR. RAY n. ADARnA
islAnD cOORDinATOR fOR MinDAnAO
philippine cenTeR fOR pOsThARVesT
DeVelOpMenT AnD MechAnizATiOn

DR. DARiO BOnifAciO B. cAnillAs
RegiOnAl MAnAgeR

nATiOnAl MeAT inspecTiOn seRVice

cAesAR JOVenTinO M. TADO 
AcTing BRAnch MAnAgeR

philippine Rice ReseARch insTiTuTe

sAMuel l. cAlOnzO
TRAining cenTeR supeRinTenDenT
AgRiculTuRAl TRAining insTiTuTe

ROel u. DuRens
AcTing DiRecTOR ii

philippine fiBeR inDusTRY DeVelOpMenT AuThORiTY

AlexAnDeR p. lAnARiA
chAiRMAn
RegiOnAl AgRiculTuRAl AnD fisheRY cOuncil

DAnilO s. negRe
cOORDinATOR
feRTilizeR AnD pesTiciDe AuThORiTY

DR. DAle fRAncO B. llenTic
RegiOnAl AniMAl QuARAnTine OfficeR
BuReAu Of AniMAl inDusTRY

RAMOn g. MillORiA
RegiOnAl plAnT QuARAnTine OfficeR
BuReAu Of plAnT inDusTRY

AlVin T. AclAn
AgusAn Del nORTe

Belen M. ARuelO, DVM
AgusAn Del nORTe

MARcOs M. QuicO, RA, MpA
suRigAO Del suR

geRVAciO A. YpARRAguiRRe, DVM
suRigAO Del suR

ARMAnDO g. VAlienTe
AgusAn Del suR

JORiz g. eleVAzO, DVM
AgusAn Del suR

OsWAlDO T. BORJA
DinAgAT islAnDs

AiMee A. JiMenO, DVM
DinAgAT islAnDs

RuBY Ann s. lAgAhiT
suRigAO Del nORTe

life sheilA l. cuBillAnes, DVM
suRigAO Del nORTe

pROVinciAl AgRiculTuRisT pROVinciAl VeTeRinARiAn
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