


The cover illustrates the “New Thinking 
for Agriculture” composed of eight 
(8) paradigms envisioned to uplift the 
Agricultural productivity and profitability 
with the aim to provide equitable and 
sustainable source of sufficient, readily-
available and affordable food. This includes 
(1) Modernization, (2) Industrialization, (3) 
Promotion of Exports, (4) Farm Consolidation,  
(5) Roadmap Development, (6) Infrastructure 
Development, (7) Higher budget and 
investments for Agriculture, and (8) 
Legislative Support.

Recognizing the role farmers and fisherfolk 
in the transformation of the Agriculture and 
Fisheries the Department of Agriculture 
commits to steer the sector towards the 
achievement of “Masaganang Ani at Mataas 
na Kita”.

“The possibilities could be 
endless to level up Philippine 
Agriculture.” 

- Dr. William D. Dar, DA Secretary
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Y Sa lahat ng aking mga kasamahan sa 
Department of Agriculture - Caraga 
na pinamumunuan ni regional 
executive director Abel James I. 
Monteagudo, isang masayang 
pagbati po sa inyong ika 25 years 
anniversary!

Sa lahat din po na ating mga ka partners sa 
caraga region lalo na ang ating mga LGUs sa 
probinsya, syudad, at munisipyo, sa ating mga 
magsasaka at mangingisda, mga agripreneurs, 
lahat ng mga ka partners natin sa agrikultura 
at ang ating mga online viewers ngayon na 
naging saksi sa virtual celebration, magandang 
araw po sa inyong lahat.

Ako po ay nagagalak na inyong na-anyayahan 
na maging kabahagi ng kaganapang ito. 

Natatandaan ko pa, nung unang beses na akoy 
nanungkulan bilang secretary ng kagawaran 
ng pagsasaka sa taong 1998-1999, isa sa mga 
lagi kong pinupuntahan ang caraga region. 
During that time when I was the acting 
secretary of agriculture, akoy naging daan din 
po na naipatayo ang inyong da-regional office 
building na inagurahan noong 1999.  

Simula noon, hanggang ngayon na akoy 
natalagang muli bilang inyong servant-
leader, akoy patuloy na naniniwala sa inyong 
kakayahan na mapalago pa ang pangsakahan 
at kalakalan sa inyong rehiyon. 
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Alam kong marami na kayong nagawa sa loob 
ng dalawampu’t limang taon. 

• Ang mga farm-to-market roads na ngayon 
ay nagbibigay ginhawa na sa ating mga 
magsasaka. 
• Mga makabagong makinaryang pang-
agrikultura na nagpapagaan sa mga 
gawaing-bukid ng ating mga magsasaka
• Mga proyektong patubig na nagpapalago ng 
produksyon
• Mga libreng ayuda sa seeds, fertilizers, 
pautang, at iba pa. 

Ito ay iilan lamang sa mga napakaraming 
suporta ng pamahalaan. 

Ngunit hindi pa tayo tapos. Tayo ay nagsisimula 
pa lamang sa isang panibagong yugto ng 
masagana at mayamang agrikultura. 

Sa pamamagitan ng pagpapatupad natin sa 
ating walong haligi ng makabagong pananaw 
sa agrikultura ay maaari pa nating ma level-up 
ang sektor ng sakahan.

1. Modernisasyon
2. Industriyalisasyon 
3. Promosyon sa pandaigdigang kalakalan
4. Konsolidasyon sa mga small and medium 
sized farms
5. Imprastraktura
6. Pagsulong ng mas malaking pondo sa 
agrikultura
7. Suportang lehislatibo at
8. Roadmap development

Bagama’t tayo ay nahaharap sa isang bago at 
malaking hamon ng pandemyang covid-19, 
handa ang ating pamahalaan na labanan ang 
pagsubok na ito. 

Ang ating kagawaran ay agad na nagpatupad 
ng mga programa para matugunan 
ang hamon ng seguridad ng pagkain sa 
pamamagitan ng ating agri4ps. 

Dito nakapaloob ang libreng tulong para sa 
ating mga magsasaka gaya ng rice resiliency 
project, urban agriculture, kadiwa ni ani at 
kita, tulong pinansyal at iba pang mahalagang 
tulong hatid ng ating pamahalaan.  

Hindi tayo dapat matitinag. Kung tayo ay 
sama-sama, kapit-bisig sa pagpapatupad ng 
ating tungkulin, mula sa nasyonal hanggang 
sa mga rehiyon, kasama ang mga lgus, 
pribadong sektor, at higit sa lahat, ang ating 
mga magsasaka at mangingisda, di malayong 
matatanaw natin ang isang masaganang ani at 
mataas kita. 

Tayo sa sektor ng agrikultura ang magiging susi 
sa pagbangong muli ng ating bansa. 

Kaya sa ating mga kasamahan sa da-caraga 
region, asahan ninyo ang aking suporta. We 
will survive, reboot, and sustain agriculture. 
Mabuhay kayong lahat. Congratulations on your 
25th anniversary. 

Mabuhay ang agrikultura. Larga, Caraga, Larga!



D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

T 
O

F 
A

G
R

IC
U

LT
U

R
E 

- C
A

R
A

G
A

 R
EG

IO
N

A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
EP

O
R

T 
C

Y 
20

20

06

M
ES

SA
G

E 
FR

O
M

 T
H

E

D
IR

EC
TO

R “Although agriculture by itself did not 
create civilization, civilization cannot 
grow without agriculture.”

The year 2020 had surely been an enormous challenge 
to humanity. The pandemic, COVID-19 had taken us to 
a huge step-back and deeply reflect on what made our 
civilization grew to become what it is today – that is, 
agriculture. 

While the country was in total lockdown, all the 
‘luxuries’ in life were forcibly closed but the agricultural 
sector. While travels were prohibited, food deliveries 
were unhampered. While millions of Filipinos were 
despairingly laid-off, farmers continued growing food. 
This is why agriculture is the backbone of the economy. 
We cannot survive without food and we cannot survive 
without farmers.

With the pandemic going, the call for “a food-secure and 
resilient Philippines with empowered and prosperous 
farmers and fisherfolk” became louder and heavier, 
especially under the “new normal.” 

Thankfully, hand-in-hand, we were ready to face head-on 
the challenge of providing more efficient and practical 
farm interventions during the peak of the crisis. We 
bounced back higher than the pit we fell through. 

This year 2020, amidst the pandemic and other major 
setbacks, we are humbly proud that the Department 
of Agriculture – Caraga was able to deliver better 
services and interventions to the Caraganon farmers 
and fisherfolk compared to the earlier years. The 
setbacks and difficulties did not stop us, rather it drove 
us to become flexible and resilient in developing and 
providing solutions to our local clients.

We also continuously stood firm in the challenge of 
the good Secretary William D. Dar, Ph.D., of ensuring 
nutritious and affordable food for the region and 
increased income of our farmers and fishers. By 
further strengthening our partnership with the LGUs, 
attached agencies, farmers and farmer associations 
and other stakeholders, we were able to re-focus the 

implementation of our much-needed programs and the 
launching of new various projects.

With the pandemic, we intensely directed our 
interventions in the ‘farm-to-table’ scheme. From 
providing quality seeds, efficient farm inputs and 
mechanization, concreting of farm-to-market roads, 
post-harvest facilities up to marketing, we were able to 
bridge the gap between our farmers and the Caraga 
consumers – which was widened again by the pandemic 
and other setbacks. 

Moreover, we also intensified our extension support 
services, by efficiently utilizing our information 
technology resources and massive information 
campaign region-wide. We effectively stayed in touch 
with our valued partners and clients virtually.

By all means, I can say that we, at the agency and the 
Caraga agricultural sector grew bigger and stronger 
than the past years and amidst the overwhelming 
challenges that could have broken us. 

In fact, as quoted from NEDA Caraga’s Statement on the 
2020 Performance Report of Caraga Region’s Economy, 
“the Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing (AFF) sector 
improved to 3.9 percent compared to the 3.6 percent 
decline in 2019.” 

This is a validation that the efforts of the agency were 
fruitful in slowly but surely backing up the momentary 
setbacks of the region’s economy posed by COVID-19.

This achievement was also signified with the successful 
virtual celebration of DA-Caraga’s Silver Anniversary with 
the theme, “Serving 25 years and beyond towards a 
prosperous and resilient Caraga farmers and fishers.” 

After 25 years from its birth, Caraga had continuously 
moved forward – that is, from a once young and 
underdeveloped zone into a bountiful and developing 
region. We can proudly say that the agency, DA Caraga 
was and continuously one of the prime movers of this 
development. 

When there is agricultural growth, there is an overall 
development of the region’s economy. 
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Hearing from the congratulatory messages from various 
farmers and farmer associations, attached agencies, 
stakeholders, and from DA Secretary Dar himself, I can 
say that we did great. We fulfilled our department’s 
mandate and touched many lives of our local clients – 
the farmers and its families in the past 25 years. 

Let this accomplishment inspire us more to deliver 
better services to our local farmers. Let our farm 
interventions continuously boost the agricultural 
productivity of our lands; let our infrastructures build 
the foundation of Caraga’s agricultural sustainability 
and let our road projects connect more of our farmers 
to its consumers. Further, let us continue inspiring our 
younger generation to pursue and find importance in 
agriculture for they are our hope for the future.

Together as one DA family, let us continue to grow with 
more experiences, skills, and empathy towards our 
clients. Let us remind ourselves that with a strong and 
resilient agency comes a close-knitted family of fellow 
public servants. As what Sec. Dar highlighted in his 
message to our founding anniversary:

“Hindi tayo matitinag. Kung tayo ay sama-sama, kapit-
bisig sa pagpapatupad ng ating tungkulin – mula sa 
nasyonal hanggang sa mga rehiyon, kasama ang mga 
LGUs, pribadong sector at higit sa lahat, ang ating mga 
magsasaka at mangingisda, ‘di malayong matatanaw 
natin ang isang masaganang ani at mataas na kita.”

We are on the right path and at the right pace towards 
the betterment of our region’s agricultural sector. 
Of course, the journey had not always been and 
continuously will not be a straight line, but I strongly 
believe that with our unflagging dedication to our 
commitment as public servants, we will ceaselessly win 
in the coming years. Let me commend and encourage 
everyone of this agency by saying:

In the waves of change, we find our true direction – 
that is, to continuously uplift the livelihood of our fellow 
Caraganon farmers and fisherfolk under the new 
normal of living. 

Once more, in loud voices, let us say our region’s battle 
cry: “LARGA CARAGA, LARGA!”
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compared with the previous year in 
rice production performance. There 
is a notable increase in production 

in irrigated ecosystem and increase in yield 
per hectare. This year, area harvested, volume 
of production and yield increased by 6.86 
percent, 10.72 percent and 4.15 percent, 
respectively against the previous years’ 
performance. These accounted to an increase 
of 0.13 metric tons per hectare in yield and 
additional 10,706.10 hectares area harvested 
resulting to an increase of 53,961.05 metric 
tons in the production volume.

A positive growth rate of 11.25 percent or 
10,944.87 hectares in area harvested in 
irrigated ecosystem yielded a total of 44,648.01 
metric tons volume of production which is 
13.34 percent increase from 2019.

However, a negative growth rate is noted 
for the area harvested of 0.41 percent in the 
rainfed ecosystem or 238.77 hectares less than 
the previous year was due to the drought 
experienced in the region. However, volume 
of production increased by 5.52 percent and 
yield of 5.90 percent.

Agusan del Sur had contributed the highest 
increase in rice production in the region 
given its 54.78 percent contribution to the 
total area harvested and 58.53 percent of the 
total volume of production. The province also 
attained the highest growth rates for both 
parameters with 15.98 percent and 20.53 
percent increase, respectively.

Surigao del Sur led the increase in yield per 
hectare with 9.49 percent. This comprised 
the average growth rates of 7.62 percent 
in irrigated ecosystem and 11.34 percent in 
rainfed ecosystem.

Caraga posted a 9.16 percent increase in rice 
production sufficiency levels against the 
previous year, from 84.29 percent in 2019 to 
92.01 percent in 2020. Agusan del Sur with 
the highest rice production shared a 198.03 
percent sufficiency level.
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CCaraga produced a total of 157,639.11 
metric tons of corn harvested from 
44,550 hectares in 2020. This is 15.11 
percent and 13.90 percent higher 

than previous year output, respectively. A 1.4 
percent decrease in yield per hectare were 
noted due to the Fall Army Worm (FAW) 
infestation and damages brought about by 
the Tropical Depression (TD) Vicky. A total of 
3,313 hectares planted with corn were reported 
to be totally damaged and 178 hectares was 
partially damaged due to the TD Vicky in 
Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur and Surigao 
del Sur. 

Agusan del Sur contributed a 79.62 percent of 
the total corn production area of the region 
in 2020. This was composed of 75.67 percent 
and 84.77 percent share in area harvested 
for white corn and yellow corn respectively. 
Proportionately, the province got the highest 
shares of 84.36 percent for the total corn 
produced in the region consisting of 78.66 
percent white corn and 88.25 percent of 
yellow corn. 

Province of Dinagat Islands had the highest 
increase of both areas harvested and volume 
of production this year with 26.99 percent 
and 32.30 percent respectively among the 
provinces. This was followed by Agusan del 
Norte with an increase of 20.40 percent and 
26.81 percent in area harvested and volume of 
production respectively. 
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Yellow corn increased its volume of 
production by 13.56 percent, 12.24 percent in 
area harvested and 1.57 percent in yield per 
hectare against the previous year. A total of 
19,316 hectares area harvested in 2020 with 
4.85 metric tons per hectare yield resulting to 
of 93,645.49 metric tons volume of production.

Province of Dinagat Islands performed better 
in yellow corn production  parameters this 
year with 35.71 percent in area harvested, 
38.653 percent in volume of production and 
4.54 percent in yield per hectare. 

White corn posted an increase of 17.31 percent 
or 4,369 area harvested and 14.40 percent or 
9,212 metric tons volume of production.

Utilization of yellow corn in the region is mainly 
for feeds which is estimated to be about 57.49 
percent in 2020 based on the demand of the 
inventory of animals (hog, chicken and duck) 
of Caraga.
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CIn 2020, a total of 1,622 metric tons 
of coffee (dried beans) which is 8.60 
percent lower than the previous 
year. Surigao del Sur was the 

biggest contributor of the year’s production 
which accounted to 85 percent of the total 
production of 1,379 metric tons. Among the 
factors affecting the decline of the production 
is the decreased in the coffee price for the last 
three years which discouraged the farmers 
to harvest and sell their produced. All the 
provinces in the region experienced the price 
downturn with Surigao del Sur posted a price 
trend from 79.30, 73.9, and 61.20 from 2018, 
2019 and 2020 respectively. Decrease in coffee 
price is dictated by the world market. 

Area harvested increased by 3.20 percent 
against the previous year with 4,844 hectares 
in 2020. Surigao del Sur and Agusan del Sur 
were the major producer with area harvested 
of 50.58 and 35.05 percent respectively.

Surigao del Sur obtained the highest yield 
of 0.56 metric tons per hectare followed by 
Agusan del Norte with 0.26 metric tons per 
hectare.

Production sufficiency for coffee is estimated 
to be 114.07 percent in 2020 which is lower by  
a negative 58.73 percent from 276.41 percent 
of the previous year.

CRubber cup lump production 
posted a total of 17,628 metric tons 
in 2020 which is 5.24 percent higher 
than the previous year’s production. 

Agusan del Sur contributed 93.52 percent of 
the total production of 16,486 metric tons.

Area harvested for rubber in 2020 totaled to 
13,111 hectares which is 5.24 percent higher 
than the previous year. Agusan del Sur 
contributed 93.52 percent of the total area 
harvested or 11,500 hectares.

In terms of yield, Agusan del Sur and Agusan 
del Norte has the highest yield among the 5 
provinces with 1.43 and 1.32 metric tons per 
hectare, respectively.

CA total of 165 metric tons volume 
of production in 2020 which is 5.20 
percent higher from the previous 
year. Agusan del Sur contributed 

58.57 percent or 19 metric tons of cacao which 
is highest among the provinces.

A total of 2,638 hectares were harvested which 
was 0.33 percent higher from the previous 
year. Agusan del Sur with 2,290 hectares 
contributed 86.82 percent of the total 
area of the region.
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CBanana production posted a total of 318,920 metric 
tons in 2020 which is 8.36 percent higher than the 
previous year. Surigao del Sur with 148,792 metric 
tons or 46.65 percent of the total production had 
the highest contribution.

A total of 24,601 hectares were harvested which was 2.27 percent 
higher than in 2019. Agusan del Sur attained 49.26 percent of 
the total area harvested of 12,118 hectares.

Surigao del Sur is no. 1 in terms of yield with 26.18 metric tons 
per hectare.

Caraganons consumes an average of 6.67 kilograms of 
Cardava Banana per year. The region reached a 439.83 percent 
production sufficiency in 2020. This is 3.14 percent higher than 
426.45 percent in 2019. Common utilization of Cardava Banana 
is processed in to chips.

Except Cardava variety, Caraga attained a 408.68 percent in 
production sufficiency levels in 2020. This is 8.33 percent higher 
than 337.27 percent in 2019. Fresh banana is mainly exported to 
other countries and within the country.

CA total of 19,806 metric tons. of Mango was 
produced in 2020 which was 4.35 percent 
higher than the previous year’s production. 
Agusan del Norte with 18,744 metric tons 
was the highest contributor which represents 

94.64 percent of the region’s production.

A total of 2,626 hectares were harvested in 2020 which 
was 0.11 percent higher than the previous year. Agusan 
del Norte with 64.62 percent of the total area harvested 
of 1,697 hectares. 

Agusan del Norte attained the highest yield with 11.05 
metric tons per hectare in 2020.

With an average of 3.61 kilograms consumption per year, 
Caraga recorded a 178.93 percent production sufficiency 
levels in 2020. This is 1.43 percent higher from 176.41 
percent in 2019. Fresh mango is directly sold to buyers 
within and outside the region.
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In terms of yield, Surigao del Sur and Agusan 
del Norte obtained the highest yield of 0.49 
and 0.43 metric tons per hectare.

The region attained a 2.51 percent increase 
in production sufficiency levels from 2019 to 
2020 with 94.66 percent and 97.03 percent, 
respectively. This was brought about by the 
increase in volume of production of cacao.



D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

T 
O

F 
A

G
R

IC
U

LT
U

R
E 

- C
A

R
A

G
A

 R
EG

IO
N

A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
EP

O
R

T 
C

Y 
20

20

12

V
E

G
E

TA
B

LE
S 

P
R

O
D

U
C

TI
O

N
 P

ER
FO

R
M

A
N

C
E

CTotal production performance of 
lowland vegetables composed of 
Bittergourd, Bottlegourd, Eggplant, 
Lady’s Finger, Stringbeans, Squash, 

Tomato, Pechay, and Sweet Pepper is 
constantly increasing in the last five years. 
In 2020, 22,177.57 metric tons of total volume 
of vegetables were produced from 2,292.65 
hectares area harvested at 9.67 metric tons 
per hectare average yield.

Increase in production is 9.01 percent from 
20,344.75 metric tons in 2019. Highest growth 
rate was incurred by the province of Dinagat 
Islands with 30.01 percent and followed by 
Surigao del Sur of 28.25 percent. Agusan del 
Sur contributed the highest production of 
67.24 percent or 1,183.27 metric tons lowland 
vegetables. Eggplant was the highly produced 
lowland vegetables in 2020 comprising 37.34 
percent or 1592.56 metric tons followed by 
squash by 6,625.03 metric tons accounting 
to 29.87 percent contribution to the total 
production.

Largest area harvested with lowland 
vegetables for the last two years was in 
Agusan del Sur comprising 63.70 percent or 
1,460.51 hectares. Surigao del Sur and Dinagat 
Islands followed in with 21.69 percent and 
20.47 percent, respectively.

LOWLAND
Yield of lowland vegetables increased by 4.57 
percent from 7.77 metric tons per hectare in 
2019 to 8.13 per hectare in 2020. Agusan del 
Norte got the highest yield in 2020 with 11.91 
metric tons per hectare followed by Agusan 
del Sur of 10.21 metric tons per hectare. Agusan 
del Sur obtained the highest yield growth 
with 7.93 percent followed by Dinagat Islands 
with 7.91 percent.

An average of 2.01 kilograms of lowland 
vegetables are consumed by the Caraganons 
annually. Caraga posted an increase in 
production sufficiency of 10.58 percent from 
the 35.44 percent in 2019 to 39.19 percent in 
2020.
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CCaraga posted a total Carabao 
inventory of 80,749 heads in 2020. 
This is 1.74 percent lower than the 
2019 inventory. Agusan del Sur 

posted the highest share of inventory with 
37.36 percent followed by Surigao del Sur, 
Surigao del Norte, Agusan del Sur and Dinagat 
Islands with 22.42 percent, 19.98 percent, 18.35 
percent and 1.90 percent, respectively.

Backyard production posted a total of 80,690 
heads which is 1.74 percent lower than 
the previous year. Commercial production 
accounted to 59 heads which was 3.28 percent 
lower than in 2019.

In 2020, Caraga posted a total of 2,370 metric 
tons of carabeef showing a 45.58 percent 
increase from the previous year. Agusan del 
Sur contributed 1,012 metric tons which is 
42.72 percent of the total production of the 
region. Agusan del Norte and Surigao del Sur 
posted positive growth rate compared with 
the previous year with 9.52 and 1.96 percent, 
respectively.

Caraganons consumes only 0.09 kilograms 
carabeef annually. For 2020, a 66.45 percent 
increase in production sufficiency level from 
2019. This is from 934.17 percent in 2019 to 
1,554.95 percent in 2020.

CCattle production posted a total 
of 20,702 heads inventory in 2020. 
This is 8.85 percent higher than the 
inventory in 2019. Agusan del Norte 

got the largest share of 51.85 percent followed 
by Agusan del Sur, Surigao del Sur, Surigao del 
Norte and Dinagat Islands with 23.06 percent, 
13.29 percent, 10.54 percent and 1.28 percent, 
respectively.

Backyard production has a total of 20,319 
heads which is 9.39 percent higher than the 
previous year. Commercial production posted 
a total of 323 heads in 2020 inventory that is 
16.97 percent lower against 2019. 

Caraga’s total beef production was 1,489 
metric tons, with a decline of 8.62 percent 
against 2019. Agusan del Norte contributed 
the highest volume of production of 615 
metric tons or about 41 percent of the total 
production of the year. Surigao del Norte 
and Dinagat Islands posted positive increase 
in production against the previous year with 
8.83 and 7 percent, respectively.

Caraganons are estimated to consume 
0.67 kilograms of beef annually. Production 
sufficiency of beef is 84.88 percent in 2020 
that is 6.27 percent lower than the 90.55 
percent against 2019.
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CA total inventory of 50,150 heads 
of goat was recorded in 2020. This 
is 2.57 percent  lower than the 
2019 inventory. The inventory was 

composed of 45.05 percent of Agusan del Sur, 
20.52 percent of Surigao del Sur, 20.8 percent 
of Agusan del Norte, 8.85 percent of Surigao 
del Norte and 4.40 percent by Dinagat Islands.

Backyard production accounted a total of 
49,783 heads which is 2.51 percent lower than 
the previous year. Commercial production 
has only 367 heads which is 2.91 percent lower 
than the previous year.

Volume of production of goat declined by 17.70 
percent with current production of 668 metric 
tons. Agusan del Norte attained the highest 
production with 22,591 metric tons which is 
45.05 percent of the total regional production. 
Province of Dinagat Island attained a positive 
1.19 percent growth rate against 2019.

At an average Caraganons consumes 
0.01-kilogram chevon annually. Production 
sufficiency of beef in the region is 765.63 
percent in 2020. This is 15.03 percent decrease 
from 901.10 percent compared to 2019.

CSwine inventory posted a total of 231,685 
heads in 2020 which is 1.62 percent lower 
than 2019. Surigao del Sur has the highest 
inventory of 26.15 percent followed by 

Agusan del Sur, Agusan del Norte, Surigao del 
Norte and Dinagat Islands with 25.73 percent, 
24.44 percent, 20.59 percent and 3.08 percent 
respectively. 

Backyard production posted a total of 216,183 heads 
which is 1.59 percent lower than in 2019. While 
Commercial production tallied to 15,502 heads 
in 2020 which is 2.05 percent lower against the 
previous year.

The region posted 38,492 metric tons total volume 
of production in 2020. This is 4.95 percent decrease 
from 2019. Major contributors were the provinces of 
Agusan del Sur, Agusan del Norte and Surigao del 
Sur with 28.40, 27.56, and 23.87 percent, respectively.

The decrease in hog inventory was brought about 
by the threat of African Swine Fever (ASF) which 
led the growers to lessen the number of heads 
raised during the moratorium of pork/hog regional 
exports and imports. Also, 157 heads of hogs were 
affected by ASF in Cortes, Surigao del Sur in the 
later part of the year. These led to the decline of 
animal inventory of other livestock commodities as 
they were slaughtered to substitute the need for 
pork.

Estimated per capita consumption for pork in 
Caraga is 7.38 kilogram annually. In 2020, the region 
attained 170.78 percent production sufficiency. This 
is 7.47 percent lower than 184.56 percent in 2019 as 
affected by the decrease in volume of production 
due to ASF.

GOAT HOG/ SWINE



D
EPA

R
TM

EN
T O

F A
G

R
IC

U
LTU

R
E - C

A
R

A
G

A
 R

EG
IO

N
A

N
N

U
A

L R
EP

O
R

T C
Y 2020

15

CCaraga posted a total of 15,411 
metric tons chicken in 2020 which 
contracted by 0.77 percent against 
the previous year. Province of Dinagat 

Islands and Agusan del Norte posted positive 
increase with 4.66 percent and 2.05 percent, 
respectively. Agusan del Norte has the highest 
production of 9,970 metric tons or 65 percent 
of the total annual production of the region.

Caraganons estimated to consume 5.66 
kilogram of chicken annually. Production 
sufficiency level for chicken is 69.74 percent 
in 2020 which is 4.03 percent lower than the 
72.67 in 2019. 

A total of 8,490 metric tons of chicken eggs 
were produced for the year which is 5.90 
percent higher than the previous year. Surigao 
del Sur had a positive increase in growth 
followed by Agusan del Sur and Agusan 
del Norte with 9.99, 9.91 and 5.26 percent, 
respectively. Agusan del Norte posted the 
highest production of 5,189 metric tons 
among the provinces.

It is estimated that Caraganons consumes 
an average of 3.63 kilogram of chicken eggs. 
Production sufficiency of chicken eggs in 
2020 is 59.14 percent which is 13.47 percent 
higher than 56.00 percent in 2019.

Duck egg production posted a 3.89 percent 
increase in 2020 against the previous year. A 
total of 605 metric tons with Agusan del Sur 
is main producer of 323 metric tons, Agusan 
del Norte, Surigao del Sur and Agusan del Sur 
with 25.96, 6.51 and 2.16 percent, respectively.

Caraganons consumes 0.09 kgs of duck 
eggs per year. An increase of 5.57 percent in 
production sufficiency was noted from 490.87 
percent in 2019 to 518.24 percent in 2020.

CDuck production decelerated with 
153 metric tons of duck meat in 2020 
which is 17.48 percent below the 
production in 2019. Agusan del Sur 

posted the highest volume of production of 
82 metric tons.

At an average of 0.07 kilogram per year 
consumption. Caraga attained 30.06 percent 
production sufficiency in 2020.

CHICKEN

CHICKEN EGGS

DUCK EGGS
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With the creation of Region XIII or 
Caraga Region thru Republic Act 
No. 7901 on February 25, 1995, a 
new ray of hope for development 
gleams for Dinagat Islands, Surigao 
del Norte, Surigao del Sur, Agusan 
del Sur, and Agusan del Norte, the 
provinces that composed Caraga 
Region.
 
To steer the agriculture and fishery 
developments, the Department of 
Agriculture Regional Field Unit No XIII 
was established in Butuan City as its 
regional center. 

An oversight committee was initiated by 
the DA Central Office, chaired by then- 
Assistant Secretary Dr. Manuel M. Lantin 
to ensure a smooth transition from being 
part of Region 10 and Region 11 to an 
independent new Regional Field Office.

Heeding the call to join the Task Force to 
man the newly established RFO were 14 
personnel from DA-Region 10 led by ARD 
Nestor W. Rodriguez as its OIC-Regional 
Director. 

On August 2, 1995, the Task Force arrived 
in Butuan City from DA-Region X and 
established its office at the former DA- 
Provincial Agriculture Office, where the 
Butuan Soils Laboratory was housed, within 
the Agusan del Norte Capitol Compound. 

The regional office was composed of the 
retained facilities of DA from Regions 10 and 
11, namely, Butuan Soils Laboratory, Taguibo 
Mini Stock Farm, Masao Brackish Fish Farm, 
Placer Fish Farm, Kitcharao Fish Farm, 
Research Outreach Station (ROS)-Lowland 

Rainfed Development Agricultural Service 
Center and San Francisco Seed Farm, and ROS 
Tagbina Provincial Nursery. The Quarantine 
Services, namely of Port of Masao; Pulang 
Lupa, Trento, Agusan del Sur, Port of Surigao 
City, Port of Tandag and Bislig, Surigao del 
Sur were also part of the newly established 
regional office.

Later, its limited workforce was augmented 
with additional personnel from DA-Region 10 
and Region 11, hired new staff both permanent 
and contractual workers.

A year after, the Regional Research Center 
was established in Trento, Agusan del Sur as 
per Administrative Order signed by then DA 
Secretary Roberto S. Sebastian named Caraga 
Integrated Agricultural Research Center. 



D
EPA

R
TM

EN
T O

F A
G

R
IC

U
LTU

R
E - C

A
R

A
G

A
 R

EG
IO

N
A

N
N

U
A

L R
EP

O
R

T C
Y 2020

45

In November 12, 1997, the Provincial 
Government of Agusan del Norte represented 
by Governor Maria Angelica Rosedell M. 
Amante-Matba and DA-Caraga represented 
by former Regional Director Joel Rudinas 
signed a lease agreement allowing DA to 
utilize the 1,583.63 square meter lot to house 
the regional office for a period of 99 years.

A new 3-storey building was inaugurated In 
1999, to house the growing manpower of DA-
Caraga, and a second 2-story building at the 
front was also built the following year.

It was during the time of Director Ricardo C. 
Regis that the covered court was built to serve 
as the motor pool and multi-purpose activity 
area.

From 1995 to 2000, Director Nestor W. 
Rodriguez and Director Joel S. Rudinas 
served as its Regional Director alternately.

After the stint of Director Rodriguez and 
Director Rudinas, they were succeeded by 
the following officials, namely, Ricardo C. 
Regis, Constancio C. Maghanoy, Jr., Reinerio 
B. Belarmino, Jr., Edna M. Mabeza, Renato 
P. Manantan, Alberto De Ocampo, Jr. and 
currently Abel James I. Monteagudo. 

Finally after almost 10 years of working out 
the DA-wide Rationalization Plan, in 2014 
DA-Caraga was granted a full personnel 
complement of 120 plantilla positions. 
Director Edna M. Mabeza was privileged to 
appoint majority of the personnel.

To bring DA-Caraga closer to the Local 
Government Units, the Agricultural 
Program Coordinating Offices (APCO) 
were established in the five (5) provinces 
as part of the implementation of the 
rationalization program.

In January 29, 2016, Regional Director 
Edna M. Mabeza and the City Government 
of Butuan represented by Mayor 
Ferdinand Amante, Jr., signed the Deed 
of Conditional Donation transferring the 
ownership of the lot of Taguibo Integrated 
Laboratories from Butuan City LGU to DA-
Caraga.

Director Edna M. Mabeza was then 
succeeded by Director Renato P. 
Manantan, Director Alberto D. Ocampo, 
Jr. and currently by Director Abel James I. 
Monteagudo.

On its 25th year of operation, DA-Caraga is 
still true to its mandate and commitment 
to continue providing support to its 
stakeholders in order to achieve the goal 
of a food-secure region.
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After 25 years, Caraga has emerged 
from once unnoticed and 
underdeveloped condition. Though 
its phase of development might 
be sluggish but owing to its vast 
potentials and high-spirited people, 
the region will realize its vision as the 
next food basket and mineral capital 
in Northeastern Mindanao.

DA-Caraga takes pride in its contribution 
in building the agriculture sector in the 
region.

    Establishment of Small-
Scale Irrigation Systems
A total of 229 small-scale 
irrigation subprojects were 

completed serving 1,840 hectares of food 
production areas.

    Establishment of Farm-
To-Market Roads
Providing farmers an 
easy access to the market 

and reducing post travel losses through 
the construction of 758 FMRs with a total 
length of 1,124 kilometers.

    Establishment of Rice 
Processing Centers
Considering Caraga 
Region’s climatic condition, 

where there is no definite dry season, DA 
established 15 Rice Processing Centers, 
equipped with building, milling and drying 
equipment with initial capital for trading and 
hauling trucks. The facilities were operated by 
farmer cooperatives providing services in the 
locality all year round.

    Provision of Village Type 
Drying Facilities
18 Village Type Drying 
Facilities were established 

that served corn cluster areas to produce 
Quality Corn Products in the region.

    Establishment of 
Municipal Food Terminals
In partnership with the LGUs, 
69 Municipal and Barangay 

Food Terminals were established as local 
venue of marketing agriculture products.

    Financial Assistance
More than Php 600 Million 
has been poured in to help 
the farmers and fisheries 

financially benefitting 52,281 farmers 
regionwide.

    Provision of Farm 
Machineries
Modernizing agriculture 
comes with improved farm 

mechanization. A total of 2,707 pre and 
post-harvest machineries and equipment 

distributed for free to various farmers’ 
association and cooperatives that enabled 
them to increase productivity and income.
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    Establishment of DA 
Regional Building
Establishment of Buildings 
for DA Regional Office and 

Agricultural Provincial Coordinating Offices to 
ensure continuous services and brought us 
closer to various stakeholders in agriculture.

    Integrated Laboratories 
Services
Establishment of an 
Integrated Laboratories 

which caters to various laboratory services 
and provides recommendation to farmers on 
better management of crops and livestock 
as well as on management of pest and 
diseases. The facility housed the Regional 
Soils Laboratory, Regional Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory, Regional Feed 
Chemical Analytical Laboratory, Regional 
Rabies Laboratory and is located at the 
former Taguibo Mini Stock Farm, Taguibo, 
Butuan City.
 The Regional Crop Protection Center was 
strategically established within Trento 
Researchand Experiment Station, Trento, 
Agusan del Sur to be more accessible to the 
farming communities.

    Keeping Caraga Region Foot 
and Mouth Disease (FMD)/Bird  
Flu - Free
The collective effort of the 

LGUs, other agencies and private institutions 
headed by the Department of Agriculture 
has kept the region free from emerging and 
infectious diseases.

    Recognition of 
Outstanding 
Performance
Caraga bagged consistent 

awards from various National Award giving 
bodies due to its outstanding performance 
in Corn, Rice, Organic Agriculture, Gawad 
Saka.

One-Stop-Agribusiness Center (OSAC)
The One-Stop-Agribusiness Center 
(OSAC) was established for a dynamic and 
responsive marketing assistance services to 
Caraga farmers and agri-preneurs.    Genetic Upgrading 

Through Livestock
Consistent support to the 
Genetic Improvement of 

Livestock and Poultry through the Artificial 
Insemination and provision of drugs 
and biologics ensured a healthy animal 
population. In partnership with the Local 
Government Units, a total of 60 Multiplier 
Farms were established in strategic locations 
in the region amounting to Php 28,230,086.

    Infrastructure and 
Livelihood Projects funded 
by Special Projects
Apart from DA Regular 

and Banner Programs, the Department 
successfully implemented various 
infrastructure and livelihood projects funded 
under the local and foreign assistance to 
alleviate poverty. These include SAIS-BC, 
SELAP, PAMANA, CIDP, InFres, SAAD, BUB
and PRDP.

    Establishment of 
Research Experiment 
Stations
Establishment and 

Improvement of Research Experiment 
Stations is vital in the development of 

technologies for the advancement of farming 
practices. These were located in Del Monte, 
Talacogon, Agusan del Sur, Trento, Agusan 
del Sur and Maglambing, Tagbina, Surigao 
del Sur.



D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

T 
O

F 
A

G
R

IC
U

LT
U

R
E 

- C
A

R
A

G
A

 R
EG

IO
N

A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
EP

O
R

T 
C

Y 
20

20

48

25
 Y

ea
rs

P
ro

d
u

ct
io

n
 P

er
fo

rm
a

n
ce       Rice Production

      Performance

There is an increasing average annual growth 
rate in area harvested with palay of 0.63 
percent for the last 25 years. This is from 
146,330 hectares in 1995 to 156,073 hectares in 
2020.

Volume of Production for the last 25 years 
was also increasing at an average rate of 1.49 
percent annually, from 402,359 metric tons in 
1995 to 503,330.88 metric tons in 2020.

Yield of Palay has been increasing at an 
average rate of 0.76 percent annually, from 
2.75 metric tons per hectare in 1995 to 3.22 
metric tons per hectare in 2020.

Livestock and Poultry
Production Performance

     Carabao

Volume of Production of Carabeef was 
constantly decreasing at an average annual 
rate of 1.67 percent from 3,482 metric tons in 
2000 to 2,369.96 metric tons in 2020.

While an average Inventory of Carabao has 
been decreasing at an annual average rate of 
0.67 percent for the last 25 years with 91,231 
heads in 1995 to 80,593 heads in 2020.

      Corn Production
      Performance

Area harvested with corn has been 
decreasing at an average of 0.02 percent 
annually within the last 25 years. This is from 
57,946 hectares in 1995 to 44,550 hectares. 
Rise and drops of area harvested for corn was
greatly affected by the erratic weather 
conditions, irrigation and crop shift.

However, its Volume of Production has been 
constantly increasing at an annual average of 
7.43 percent. This is from 55,371 metric tons in 
1995 to 157,639 metric tons in 2020.

Average yield per hectare has been 
increasing at the rate of 6.61 percent annually 
with 0.96 metric tons per hectare in 1995 to 
3.54 metric tons in 2020.

Rice Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA

Corn Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA

     Cattle

Beef had an average annual growth rate of 
0.48 percent with its volume of production 
from 1,423.00 metric tons in 2000 to 1,489 
metric tons in 2020.

Cattle inventory was also increasing at an 
average annual growth rate of 1.72 percent for 
the last 25 years with 15,101 heads in 1995 to 
21,722 heads in 2020.
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     Hog/Swine

Volume of Production of pork was decreasing 
for the last 20 years at the 1.61 percent 
average annually from 51,633 metric tons in 
2000 to 38,492 metric tons in 2020.

Hog inventory for the last 25 years was also 
decreasing annually by 1.21 percent from 
328,333 heads in 1995 to 226,541 in 2020.

Livestock Volume of Production, 2000 - 2020, PSA

     Goat

Chevon decreased in volume at an average 
annual rate of 4.79 from 1,881 metric tons in
2000 to 668 metric tons in 2020.

Inventory of goat decreased by 2.01 percent 
annually since 1995 with 89,495 heads to
50,859 heads in 2020.

     Duck

Volume of Production of Duck meat was in 
decreasing trend at the rate of 8.00 percent 
annually for the last 20 years with 1,229.00 
metric tons in 2000 to 152.66 metric tons in 
2020.

Duck Eggs

Duck eggs volume is in the decreasing trend 
at an average rate of 2.27 percent for the last
20 years with 1,297.00 metric tons in 2000 to 
604.63 metric tons in 2020.

    Chicken

Chicken volume of production has been 
increasing for the last 20 years at an average 
annual growth rate of 1.19 percent. This is 
from 11,281.00 metric tons in 2000 to 15,411.55
metric tons in 2020.

Chicken Eggs

Chicken eggs volume was in increasing trend 
for the last 20 years at an average annual 
growth rate of 6.83 with 2,947 metric tons in 
2000 to 8,490 metric tons in 2020.

25 Years
P

rod
u

ction
 P
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a

n
ce

Livestock Inventory (head), 2000 - 2020, PSA

Poultry Volume of Production, 2000 - 2020, PSA
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Industrial Crops

     Cacao

Cacao Production has been constantly 
increasing at an average of 4.09 percent 
annually since 1995 with 2,327.05 metric tons
to 2,637.50 metric tons in 2020.

Production area decreased by 2.10 percent 
annually for the last 25 years starting with 
472.70 hectares to 164.94 hectares in 2020.

Average yield for the last 25 years of Cacao 
was generally increasing at the rate of 8.52 
percent annually with 4.92 metric tons per 
hectare in 1995 to 15.99 metric tons per 
hectare in 2020.      Coffee

Volume of production of coffee decreased 
at an average of 4.47 percent annually since 
1995 with 5,716 metric tons to 1,622.24 metric 
tons in 2020.

Coffee Production Area decreased by 0.22 
percent annually since 1995 from 5,334.00
hectares to 4,844.00 hectares in 2020.

Its average yield decreased at an average of 
4.13 percent annually for the last 25 years with
1.07 metric tons per hectare to 0.33 metric 
tons per hectare.

     Rubber

Rubber volume of production for the last 25 
years has been generally decreasing by 0.38
percent annually with 21,153.65 metric tons to 
17,628.43 metric tons in 2020.

Production area increased by 2.35 percent 
annually since 1995 with 9,547.00 hectares to 
13,111.00 hectares in 2020.

Average yield decreased by 0.76 annually for 
the last 25 years with 2.22 metric tons per 
hectare in 1995 to 1.34 metric tons per hectare 
in 2021.

Coffee Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA

Cacao Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA Rubber Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA
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     Banana

Volume of Production of Banana has been 
increasing by 1.20 percent annually from 1995
with 247,480.00 metric tons to 318,919.73 
metric tons in 2020.

Area of Production has been decreasing 
at the rate of 0.17 percent annually with 
26,153.00 hectares in 1995 to 24,601.45 
hectares.

Average yield has been increasing at the rate 
of 1.41 percent annually for the last 25 years 
from 9.46 metrictons per hectare in 1995 to 
12.96 metric tons per hectare in 2020.

     Mango

Production performance of Mango has been 
generally increasing for the last 25 years. At 
an annual average of 3.12 percent, volume of 
production increased from 9,862.04 metric 
tons in 1995 to 19,806.00 metric tons in 2020.

There is an average annual increase of 2.21 
percent in area harvested since 1995 with 
1,687.01 hectares to 2,626 hectares in 2020.

Yield of Mango for the last 25 years has 
showed a 1.93 percent average annual growth 
from5.85 metric tons per hectare in 1995 to 
7.54 metric tons per hectare in 2020.

     Lowland Vegetables

Lowland vegetables is composed of 
Eggplant, Bittergourd, Bottlegourd, Lady’s 
Finger, Stringbeans, Squash, Tomato, Pechay, 
Sweet Potato and Watermelon. There is an 
average annual growth in the volume of 
production of 5.26 percent for the last 25 
years with 10,834.02 metric tons in 1995 to 
25,963.70 metric tons in 2020.

Area harvested with lowland vegetables 
also had an average annual growth of 2.38 
percent since 1995 with 1,666.42 hectares to 
2,693.15 hectares in 2020.

Yield of lowland vegetables has been 
increasing annually at the rate of 2.44  
percent with 6.50 metric tons per hectare in 
1995 to 9.64 metric tons per hectare in 2020.

Banana Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA

Mango Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA

Vegetables Production Performance, 1995 - 2020, PSA
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